
 

 

   
 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Dear Families, 

Welcome to the last few days of the 2020-2021school year! It goes without 

saying that this has been an unusual time for everyone, but I am proud of how 

students, families and staff have worked together to continue the educational 

process for our children.  We are one of the few schools in the state that was 

able to be essentially, fully in-person for the entire school year and that is a 

huge testament to our staff and families!   

While we managed to remain open for in-person learning, it hasn’t been an easy 

year for anyone.  We recognize that many students, staff and families are 

struggling with new emotions and frustrations brought on by the pandemic.  

Some signs of these struggles are easy to see in student behavior, increased 

stress, lack of engagement and angry outbursts, but others are more subtle and 

easy to miss such as financial struggles and lack of self-worth and self-esteem.  I 

encourage anyone who may need assistance in dealing with difficult emotions to 

reach out to family or outside professionals for support.  We can help connect 

you with resources, too.   Please reach out if you need assistance and remember 

that a little kindness can go a long way!   

Typically in the June Newsletter, I take the opportunity to thank our numerous 

volunteers who have assisted staff and students throughout the school year.  

This year did not allow for in-person volunteers, but we appreciate and recognize 

that all families have had to provide additional support given the nature of 

education this year.  We always appreciate the follow-through at home when we 

need to reach out about situations in school. Every volunteer effort, whether it is 

in person during school or at home in response to needs in school, contributes to 

our sense of school community and helps to shape the positive climate of our 

school.  Thank you! 

Two of our most essential volunteer groups are our school PTO and our Auction 

Committee. In typical school years, our PTO provides many opportunities for our 
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students to experience cultural and educational events.  This is made possible 

through fundraising efforts that they organize over the course of the school year.  

Our Auction Committee is another parent group that regularly provides a 

tremendous service to our students and families.  Their time and dedication to 

planning and running the annual Goods and Services Auction enables every 

eighth grade student to attend the annual class trip to Washington, D.C. free of 

charge.  Both groups have a number of eighth grade parents who will be moving 

on with their child.  New members, new energy and ideas are greatly needed!  If 

you are interested in getting involved in either of these parent groups please 

email pto@eastfordct.org or auction@eastfordct.org for more information.  Both 

groups welcome new members!  

June 17 will be the last day of school for students.  Students will be 

dismissed at 12:30 on this day.  Ms. Samperi and classroom teachers are 

planning events so that students can celebrate together with a field day prior to 

the end of the year.  In an effort to maintain health and safety standards and to 

not mix cohorts more than necessary, different grade levels will celebrate field 

day on different days of the week.  Students in preschool-grade 1 will have field 

day on Monday, June 14.  Students in grades 5-8 will have field day on Tuesday, 

June 15 and students in grades 2-4 will have field day on Wednesday, June 16.  

You should have already received communication from classroom teachers 

regarding a pizza lunch option for your child’s field day.  If your child wishes to 

participate, there is a small fee for the pizza.  Please reach out to classroom 

teachers if you have questions about field day or the pizza lunch option.  

Students should wear school colors – blue and white on their field day!   

Graduation for our grade 8 students will be held on Tuesday, June 15 (rain 

date, June 16).  We will have an outdoor ceremony that will begin at 6:30 PM.  

The ceremony will be modified somewhat from our traditional indoor ceremonies 

and it will be for immediate family members of graduating students only.  More 

information regarding graduation will be communicated to grade 8 families in 

the coming days.  Pictures of our graduates will be posted in the July Eastford 

Communicator.  For those that do not already know, the Communicator is run 

by volunteers and is funded solely by donations.  It is a valuable source of local 

information for our community so please consider supporting the continued 

publication of this local resource.   

EES will be participating in the Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge and the 

Commissioner’s Summer Math Challenge over the summer.  Both of these 

opportunities are great ways for students to maintain reading and math skills 

over the summer.  Some additional information is included here in this 

Newsletter and it will also be sent home with students in the report card on the 

last day of school.  We do not require any additional summer work for students, 

but we strongly encourage students to remain engaged in learning over the 

summer.  Many of our online platforms, such as IXL and Reflex math, continue 

to be open for students and the more that students read and practice math skills, 
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the easier their transition will be in the fall.  There are also many subtle ways 

that families can include reading, writing and math in their everyday plans over 

the summer.  For example, you can give your child a budget amount and have 

them research and help plan an itinerary for a trip.  Have them calculate how 

much dinner out would cost by estimating the amount for each member’s dinner.  

Set a time each day where the whole family stops to read, or a time where 

everyone unplugs and enjoys a game or outdoor activity together!  Check out 

local library summer programs – many offer more than just reading!  Sign up 

your child (those entering grades 1 – 6) for the summer enrichment program 

that will be held right here at Eastford Elementary School.  That’s right – EES 
will be holding a summer enrichment program in conjunction with 
Mystic Aquarium during the month of July.  See the flyer included in this 

Newsletter for more information on how to register!  

 

At this time, it is with mixed emotions that we say goodbye to four of our staff 

members. We have accepted the resignations of three of our staff members so that 

they may fully retire and/or move on to further their careers in different ways.  Mrs. 

Reynolds-middle school math teacher, Mrs. Lessard-middle school Language Arts 

teacher and Mr. Vaughan-instrumental music teacher will certainly be missed, as 

combined, they have dedicated over 35 years in serving the students and families 

here at Eastford Elementary School.  We also say farewell to our PE/Health teacher, 

Ms. Samperi, who became part of our family while filling in for Mr. Bridgewater for 

the time of his military deployment.  We wish them all the best, and we look 

forward to welcoming new staff members and to continuing our partnership with 

families in educating our children.   

School will resume for students on Monday, August 30, 2021. The school 

calendar is available on the school’s website at: www.eastfordct.org.  Click on the 

‘For Parents’ tab and then ‘School Calendar.’   

I would like to extend my thanks once again to the entire Eastford Community for 

your support and involvement in making this a productive school year for both 
students and staff, and for your understanding, flexibility, and support in dealing 

with the unexpected changes brought on by the pandemic.  I look forward to our 

continued partnership in the future and wish for you a safe, healthy and relaxing 
summer break. 
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EES Summer School Enrichment Program (July 2021) 

 

We are very excited to announce a very unique and exciting summer program for 

students entering grades 1-6 in the 2021-22 school year.  

 

The “Summer STEM” program will take place at Eastford Elementary School from 

8:30AM-1:30PM on Tuesday- Friday during the month of July. The program will be 

led by licensed instructors and have support staff as needed. Snacks and 

refreshments will be included. The program design utilizes STEM Accelerator, a 

multi-modular, hands-on, and field based program developed for summer learning 

by Mystic Aquarium. STEM Accelerator is designed for use with elementary and 

early middle school aged youth. Evaluation of STEM Accelerator indicates increased 

achievement in, and mastery of, STEM skills, improved attitude towards learning 

and school and overall social-emotional growth. Using hands-on, inquiry-based 

activities supported by digital multi-media interactives, STEM Accelerator provides 

context to STEM topics, connecting youth with inspiring scientists, engineers, and 

conservationists, who represent a variety of careers and education pathways.  

The program will be both indoor and outdoor, with a primary emphasis on outdoor 

experiences. It will include a total of four field trips to Mystic Aquarium where the 

participating children will focus on one major experience each week. In week one: 

Beluga whales, week two: frogs, week three: African Penguins, and week four: 

sharks. These trips are tentatively planned to take place on Fridays. Once the 

details of these trips are confirmed, program participants will be notified. The field 

trip days may involve an earlier start and later end time. 

The program is designed for 20-22 students. In the event we receive an excess of 

applications, a lottery-based system will be used. Please return the application 

printed below to Ms. McCombe. Please complete a separate application for each 

child. Application deadline is June 10. If empty slots remain, late applications will 

be reviewed. 

Priority will be given to students who make the commitment to attend the program 

on a regular basis. 

Please contact Dr. Leake if you have further questions dleake@eastfordct.org 
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Application 

EES Summer School Enrichment Program Application 

Students entering grades 1-6 in 2021-2022  

 

Date:  ___________________ 

Name of Student:  __________________________________ 

Contact information of parent/guardian (phone # and email):  __________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Grade next year:  _________________ 

Check all that apply: 

___My child can attend the program Tuesday-Friday from July 6-July 30 

___My child can attend the program Tuesday-Friday from July 6-July 30, except for 

the following dates________________________________ 

Parent/guardian signature:  _______________________________ 

 

Please complete a separate application for each child. Application deadline is  

June 10. 

 

 

For Office Use Only 

Date Received:  ___________ 
 

  



 

 

PTO News 

Hello from the EES PTO, 

 

June is finally here and we are so excited to congratulate our graduating students and their 

families! 

 

This has been a challenging year for everyone. We are 

so proud of all of the faculty and students at EES who 

have worked so hard and can look forward to a 

restorative summer vacation. 

 

Congratulations to the top earners for our first ever 

Active-a-Thon: Sully Tedford raised $600, Matthew 

Jondrow raised $317, and Kyleigh and Jacob Murphy 

tied for 3rd place with $270! We hope they enjoy their 

Buck’s Ice Cream gift certificates! We can’t wait to 

share how these funds will be used in our school! A 

big thank you to Keri Tedford for coming up with 

such a fun and different fundraiser! 

 

Thank you to all of the parent volunteers who helped out with the Scholastic Book Fair. It 

was wonderful to see so many kids having a great time choosing books. 

 

We would love to meet some more parents who want to get involved in our school community 

and meet other amazing parents! Please consider attending our monthly meeting. 

 

We are currently meeting via Zoom. Please email Carole McCombe for the Zoom link 

cmccombe@eastfordct.org 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 

Tuesday June 1st PTO Zoom meeting 6:30pm 

 

If you have any questions please email us at pto@eastfordct.org  
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News from the Health Office 

 

 

Hello everyone.  I had my doubts about how successful we’d be keeping COVID out 

of school this year.  If you asked me in August how we would do, I wouldn’t have 

believed it.  It’s a tribute to all the families who have followed the rules and the 

staff who have enforced them.  If any positive comes from the pandemic, it is that 

we will all have better hygiene habits. 

 

We’re entering a very confusing transition in moving toward normalcy.  With the 

governor’s lifting of many restrictions in the state, it adds a layer of exceptions.  In 

some ways the restrictive guidelines were more understandable.  There were no 

exceptions to the rules.  Now with the vaccinated vs. unvaccinated status, those who 

are vaccinated will still need to have a mask handy for places and situations where 

one is required.  When in public situations, one has to factor in the possibility of 

unvaccinated people who are present when distance is not possible and this will 

vary whether you’re inside or outside.   

 

These are the situations that the Department of Health (DPH) has decided will be 

necessary for universal mask wearing:  

• When inside a school building (pre-K–12) or childcare facility.  

• When inside a healthcare facility (including doctors’ offices, hospitals, 

emergency care settings, settings that provide physical/occupational 

therapy, and other patient care settings).  

• When inside an assisted living facility, a correctional facility, or other 

congregate living setting 

• When at a transportation hub, such as an airport, bus or train station, 

or when riding public or privately-hired transportation 

• When a business requires mask wearing out of their preference or 

company rules. 

These settings may make it more difficult for people to keep their distance and may 

include unvaccinated and infected people, so universal mask wearing is required. 

  

Nothing definitive has been set yet for next school year.  At this time, the 

Connecticut Department of Education (CDSE) is looking to modify their guidelines 



 

 

from this year, not necessarily remove the guidance.  So much will depend on how 

the summer goes in terms of infection and vaccination rates.     

 

I suspect the guidance for the next school year will continue to change.  Until there 

is a final word from the CDSE and DPH, we cannot be firm in our school plan.  I 

will be sure to pass on any new information as it becomes available to me.   It will 

likely be towards the end of the summer that plans will be finalized. 

 

I will be reaching out to families this summer regarding physical exams and 

immunization requirements for grades Pre-K, Kindergarten and entering seventh 

grade.  I need to receive this information prior to the beginning of school in order for 

the student to attend classes in the fall so now is the time to begin scheduling those 

appointments if needed!   

 

Have a wonderful summer. 

 

Catherine M. Roto R.N., B.S.N., C.C.R.N. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

  

  

 



 

 

Music Room – Mr. Tomanelli & Mr. Vaughan 

      Music Students at Eastford School have been busy in Music Class! 
 

Pre-K and K (rhythm sticks) students continue to sing about the days of the week, 

months of the year, the seasons and weather, shapes, counting, self-control and 

kindness and learning about basic note reading!  They have had fun reading these 

rhythms by playing them with rhythm sticks.  We’ve also continued our study of 

instrument families (Woodwind, Brass, String and Percussion) and how the 

instruments are played.  We have also had fun with movement and coordination 

activities to fun songs and know two songs for Memorial Day. 

 

Grades 1 (xylophones) and 2 (Hand Drums) continue to learn how to read whole, 

half, quarter and eighth note rhythms and how to make songs in parts and not be 

distracted if someone else is playing a different part.  They are also singing songs 

about days of the week, months of the year, the seasons and weather, shapes, 

counting, self-control and kindness and have learned two songs about Memorial 

Day.  

 

Grade 2/3 (Hand Chimes) and 4 (Boom Whackers) have been reading music and 

making song melodies and chordal accompaniments.  We hope Grade 2/3 parents 

enjoyed the Hand Chime video!  Grade 4 has been learning concepts related to 

playing instruments in order to get them ready for band instruments for year when 

we will, hopefully, be able to play together and have concerts.   

 

The middle school production of “Math Rocks”  has been completed and we hope to 

have a the video put on the Eastford Website for the community to view in June.  

Due to the creative efforts of our Middle School students, their teachers, the 

administration and parents, we have been able to pull together a drama production 

that will make our school and community proud!!!  Please check the website in June 

for “Math Rocks” 

 

Mr. Vaughan and the instrumental students are working on a virtual band 

performance as well and we hope to share it with you before the end of the year.  

 

It has been a rewarding year for the Music Department and we appreciate all of 

your help and support.  Many thanks to the entire Eastford Community.   

 

 



 

 

Special Education – Mrs. Chretien, Dir. of Pupil Services 

As summer approaches, there is much to appreciate in the world of Pupil Services and 
Special Education.  Thanks for all the efforts that have been made during this year with all 
the COVID-related challenged.  Some good things that I’d like to share: 
 
First:  our State Department of Education is working hard to make our software better and 
to make the information easier to manage.  CT-SEDS (special education data system) will 
include a parent portal that will enable parents to receive information about their students 
more easily.  The next year will include training and preparation for it to be ready for July 
2022.   
 
Next:  CT Department of Education is asking districts to share information about apps that 
can help families to know if their child is developing appropriately.    
 

 
 

 
 
Get started with Sparkler:  



 

 

 

Download: If you have an Android smartphone or tablet, download Sparkler from 

the Google Play Store. If you use an iPhone or iPad, download Sparkler from the 

Apple App Store. 

 

Register: Open the app and tap “Create a New Account.” Enter 1-6-0-0 as your 

provider key. Pick Family/Familia in the “Group” drop-down menu. Answer the 

questions to create an account for yourself and a profile for your child. You must 

enter your child’s birthday correctly because Sparkler assigns screenings and other 

content based on your child’s age. You’ll be asked for a “provider key” to link you 

with your school/provider. Please skip this step for now!   

 

Questions about your child? Please contact the district: 

Mary Jo Chretien, Director of Pupil Services, mchretien@eastfordct.org    860-942-

2404 

Carole McCombe, Principal, cmccombe@eastfordct.org    860-974-1130 

Or contact your child’s teacher.  

 

Questions about the app?  Please contact Sparkler at support@playsparkler.org.  

 
Have a wonderful summer! 

 

Art News - Mrs. O’Hara 

Hello families, 

 

I hope you have enjoyed some of the art projects that have come home during the 

school year this year!  As the end of the year rolls around, additional projects will be 

coming home as well.  If you can, please take some time to ask your child about 

his/her work. 

 

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY SHOW:  New Opening Date: July 2nd 

Congratulations to our middle school students whose portraits are included in the 

Art Exhibit at the Springfield Armory National Historic Site: 

Grade 5: Brett, Josiah, Justin, Kyleigh, Marley, Porter, Roswell, Wes, and Will 

Grade 6: Ammani, Christina, Ella, Madison, Noah, and Sullivan 

Grade 7-8: Addison, Alyssa S, Ammar, Braeden, Jack, Jacoby, Lexie, Logan, and 

Meadow 

 

Congrats to all our K and K-1 students as well!  They all had a part in making the 

group projects pictured below. 

 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mindful_inc.sparkler&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.mindful_inc.sparkler&hl=en_US&gl=US
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/sparkler-play-for-parenting/id1236766824
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/sparkler-play-for-parenting/id1236766824
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Have a wonderful summer! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 
  



 

 

Enrichment News - Mrs. Lynch  

Grade K/1 scientists have now completed our unit about plants and animals 

growing and changing.  We are currently studying Earth’s place in the 

universe.  This includes a study Earth’s rotation and revolution, as well as of the 

sun and other parts of our solar system. 

  

Grade 2 scientists are learning about changes that occur on Earth.  These include 

changes that can happen slowly (such as erosion), in addition to changes that can 

happen more quickly (such as earthquakes, landslides, and volcanoes).     

  

In the Grade 2/3 classroom, our scientists are studying states of matter (solids, 

liquids, and gases).  We are also working on relating these states of matter to the 

water cycle.  Grade 2 scientists are finding out about changes that occur on Earth 

(including erosion, earthquakes, landslides, and volcanoes).  Grade 3 scientists are 

exploring forces and motion (including position, distance, motion, speed, force--both 

push and pull, gravity, weight, and friction). 

  

Grade 1 Enrichment students are identifying text-to-self connections in their 

reading, making inferences, forming predictions, and visualizing parts of a 

story.  Grade 4 Enrichment students have now completed their posters illustrating 

the concept of a Growth Mindset.  (Please see their display on the bulletin board 

across from the Nurse’s Office.  They are awesome!)  They are also nearing 

completion of their research and reports for topics of their own choosing. 

 

All of our students have remained flexible and have been willing to accept new 

challenges.  Best wishes to everyone for a successful ending to this most unusual 

school year! 

 

Science and Enrichment Teacher 
 

 



 

 

Grade 1 News – Mrs. Rhynhart 

 

Happy June! I’m so glad that we are able to end our school year the way we began – 

together! What an amazing accomplishment in such a difficult year!  This month 

the K/1 students will be completing their letter writing practice with the letters 

Ww, Xx, Kk and Zz, and having fun writing stories about fictional characters. My 

kindergartners will also continue to grow their sight word recognition and 

“sounding out” skills to support their reading of early readers, as well as work 

identifying and describing 2-D and 3-D shapes. My first graders will continue to 

grow their reading skills by applying their reading “tricks” each day, as well as 

learn about measurement and fractions. We will also enjoy putting together a 

memory book of our K/1 year and of course enjoy end of the school year activities 

such as field day. It has been a wonderful year and I have enjoyed watching the 

academic and personal growth of each K/1 student.  Have a fun and safe summer! ☺ 
 
 

Grade 2/3 News – Mrs. Crocker-Lincoln 

Local History Trip  

Mrs. Crocker-Lincoln’s grade 2/3  has plans to  embark on the annual “Tour of 

Eastford” trip this month after an extensive unit of study on town history. Due to 

the pandemic, it will be the first field trip of the year. As you can well imagine, 

students are greatly looking forward to this opportunity. The tour will be 

spearheaded by two members of the Eastford Historical Society. Both Mrs. Bev 

Lindemann and Mrs. Linda Torgeson are local experts on town history and we are 

grateful for their generosity and the extensive knowledge they are so willing to 

share.  Our tour guides have planned stops at places such as Boston Turnpike Trail, 

the Town Pound, Ivy Glenn Memorial, the Eastford Historical Society, as well as 

General Lyon’s homestead & grave site just to name a few. The class will enjoy a 

picnic lunch and the beautiful scenery at Crystal Pond Park.  



 

 

Grade 4 News – Ms. Dill 
 
Students synthesized across many texts to research the history of one of our 

Southwest states. Research questions included categories such as Native American 

tribes, early explorations, important events in the growth of the state, and 

influential people. Students then created a product that showed their knowledge. 
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Grade 4 students joined the Center for Puppetry Arts to learn about Native 

American cultures, including the Eastern Woodlands, Plains, and Southwest 

tribes. Students learned how the use of natural resources shaped Native 

American lives regarding clothing, shelter, and even transportation. Students 

even created their own Hopi Kachina puppet 
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Math News – Mrs. Reynolds 

I can’t believe that the end of the school year is quickly approaching.  For me, it is 

more than just the end of this unprecedented year but also the close to my time 

here at Eastford Elementary School.  I have accepted a position as a math 

interventionist at Brooklyn Middle School and while I’m very excited for this new 

opportunity, I know that I will be leaving many cherished students, families, and 

colleagues.  My 25 years here at EES have given me the experience of teaching 

every grade level and meeting some amazing people and I’m grateful for the 

opportunities I have had here.  I wish all Eastford families the best moving 

forward. 

 

Middle School Math Grades 5-8 

Head Teacher 

lreynolds@eastfordct.org 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC 
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Science News – Mrs. Mead 

The final Newsletter article for a school year like none other, ever, is here!  Thank you to 
all the families for your flexibility and support this past year.  Middle school students are 
ending the year by firming up their science literacy skills.  They have been conducting 
investigations and fine-tuning their ability to publish reports of their findings.  In these 

pictures, 6th 
graders are 
experiencing the 
effects of surface 
tension, 
adhesion, and 
cohesion in 
water molecules, 
and reporting on 
their findings.   
 
 
 
 

4th grade students are wrapping up the year with a unit about energy, in addition to some 
authentic projects connected to the environmental units we have completed. 
 
Our students’ partnership with the Eastford Conservation and Historic Preservation 
Commission continues to thrive as the Pollinator Garden above the parking lot has 
received a generous donation of time and resources.  Three new blueberry bushes have 
been planted, and wheelbarrow upon wheelbarrow of crab grass has been removed to 
make way for other native flowering species to be planted with the several varieties of 
herbs that are already there.  Grade 4 students have planted sunflower seeds, whose 
flowers will support pollinators all summer and whose seeds will support the birds and 

other wildlife in the 
fall.  Thank you to 
the children and to 
the volunteers from 
the Eastford CHPC 
for the valuable 
efforts!  Keep an eye 
out for the 
pollinators that visit 
your yard this 
summer, and keep 
them safe!! 
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already there.  Grade 4 students have planted sunflower seeds, whose flowers will 

support pollinators all summer and whose seeds will support the birds and other 

wildlife in the fall.  Thank you to the children and to the volunteers from the 

Eastford CHPC for the valuable efforts!  Keep an eye out for the pollinators that 

visit your yard this summer and keep them safe!! 
 
 

Social Studies News - Mr. Kernan  

A look into the past, to see the future...  

 

In grade eight and grade seven, we have been able to plan some field trips for 

the end of the year. We are looking forward to trips to Lake Compounce, Newport, 

RI and Essex, CT. In the classroom, students are working on a research paper 

outline and the American Civil War. We will conclude the year by wrapping up the 

Civil War. I want to wish all the eighth graders well as they move onto new 

endeavors in life. You all will do very well.  

 

Good luck!  

 
 

Grade 6 

 

As we are near the end of the school year, students in grade six are still hard at 

work! In the last few weeks we will be finishing up our unit on Rome.  Students 

are also reading Number the Stars, by Lois Lowry, and will finish the year by 

being introduced to the Crusades. I encourage all students to continue to read 

enjoyable stories throughout the summer months and explore new genres, authors 

and adventures!  
 

Grade 5 
  
In grade five, students are finishing our Constitution unit.  We have learned how a bill 
becomes law, the language of the Bill of Rights, and what we are responsible for as 
citizens of the United States.  Civics is alive and well here in grade five.  I encourage all 

students to continue to read enjoyable stories throughout the summer months and 

explore new genres, authors and adventures! 
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Library & Media Center – Mrs. Boyd 

It’s almost summer which means something very exciting to this librarian-more 

time to read! Summer is always busy-lots of things to do, see, and take part in-

make sure that reading is part of your summer!  

 

Students will be receiving Summer Reading information and the Governor’s 

Summer Reading Log. This summer’s theme is Tails & Tales and is all about 

animals! This doesn’t mean that students should only read books about animals 

though-students are encouraged to read what interests them, whether it is animal 

books or not.  

 
There are so many great ways to read and books to read! Visit a public library-

most local libraries are open once again for book browsing and book check out and 

some are holding outdoor programs! Eastford Public Library is running a summer 

reading program and has some events lined up; call the library to get more 

information on how to sign your child up.  

 

Sign your child (or yourself!) up for an Eastford Public Library card if they or you 

don’t already have one. You will be able to not only check out books, but will also 

have access to ebooks and audiobooks through apps that can be downloaded to a 

phone or tablet (more information will be included in the summer reading letter 

that will be sent home).  

 

I will be talking to classes about Summer Reading and the Summer Reading 

Challenge within the next couple of weeks. Again, all information I share with 

students as well as their reading logs will be sent home with their report cards at 

the end of the year. 

 

Next week will be the last week for book checkout with books being due on either 

June 9 or June 10, depending on when your child has library. Please be sure to 

return the books checked out next week and any others that you may have at 

home by June 9 or June 10. I will send home a list of any outstanding books after 

that.  
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Physical Education – Ms. Samperi 

Physical Education & Health Happenings 

 
It’s already June and the end of the school year is right around the corner! 

  

P.E: 

- Grades K-3 will be reviewing games and activities we have done 

throughout the year, and playing our favorites, as well as preparing 

for field day. 

Grades 4-8 will be finishing our softball unit this week and will also 

be playing some of our favorite games and sports we have done this 

year.  

 

FIELD DAY IS HAPPENING THIS YEAR!  

 

- Grades PreK-1 will be on Monday, June 14 (the ½ day)  

- Grades 2-4 will be on Tuesday, June 15 

- Grades 5-8 will be on Wednesday, June 16  

*Classroom and homeroom teachers will have more information on schedules for 

their respective field days.   

 

HEALTH: 

 

- Grade 6: We have been focusing on the topic of Mental and Emotional 

heath and are currently learning about healthy ways to manage stress.  

- Grades 7 and 8:  We have been learning about tobacco and all of the 

negative health risks associated with tobacco. We will be finishing up the 

unit with a test. During the unit, students completed a project of making 

anti-smoking brochures to share their new information.   

 

Have a wonderful, restful, and safe summer vacation!  
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 The Power of Problem Solving 
 

The State of Connecticut has launched the Commissioner’s Summer Math 

Challenge to help encourage mathematical literacy. Mathematically literate 

individuals are able to make informed decisions about the world around them and 

have the interest and confidence to meet the needs and challenges of today’s 

society. Mathematics is a core skill for life. It is necessary in a range of life skills. 

Mathematics develops critical thinking skills. It requires logic and order to solve 

complex problems. Mathematics enables us to explain how things work. It allows 

us to express our thoughts and ideas with clarity, coherence and precision. 

Mathematics is essential in a world of constant change. New technologies are 

changing the way we live. It is becoming an increasingly important factor in a 

variety of industries. Mathematics is the gateway to the future. Learning 

mathematics will enable students to become college and career ready! 

 

The Commissioner's Summer Math Challenge has two offerings: 

1. Summer Math Passport: encourages mathematicians to look for math 

adventure inside and outside their home and community.  

https://portal.ct.gov/-

/media/SDE/Math/SummerMath/PassportStateTemplate2021.pdf 

 

2. Summer Math Challenge: free, six-week program that helps your child 

practice math skills taught during the school year. When you enroll your 

child, you’ll get access to daily fun activities and resources designed for your 

child’s grade and ability level. The program offers real-time feedback on 

weekly, online quizzes. The 2021 Summer Math Challenge will begin on 

Monday, June 21st. 

 

Registration for Grades 1-8 

https://hub.lexile.com/Summer-Math-Challenge 

 

Registration for Grades 9-12 

https://www.khanacademy.org/login?continue=https%3A//www.khanacademy.o

rg/mission/sat 

 

To learn more about the Summer Math Challenge, contact the Commissioner’s 

Summer Math Challenge project at 860-713-6557 or visit https://www.ct.gov/sde. If 

you have questions or need a paper copy of the passport, please contact Megan 

Dill, Grade 4 Teacher at Eastford Elementary School mdill@eastfordct.org.  

 

Students who participate in the Commissioner's Summer Math Challenge will 

receive a certificate and have a celebration at Eastford School in the fall!  

 

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Math/SummerMath/PassportStateTemplate2021.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Math/SummerMath/PassportStateTemplate2021.pdf
https://hub.lexile.com/Summer-Math-Challenge
https://www.khanacademy.org/login?continue=https%3A//www.khanacademy.org/mission/sat
https://www.khanacademy.org/login?continue=https%3A//www.khanacademy.org/mission/sat
https://www.ct.gov/sde
mailto:mdill@eastfordct.org
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Map provided by the Eastford Recreation Commission. 
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E M E R G E N C Y  B R O A D B A N D    B E N E F I T  

HELPING 

H OUSEHOLDS 

CONNECT      DURING 

THE PANDEMIC 
 

What is it? 

A temporary FCC program to help households 

struggling to afford internet service during the 

pandemic. 
 

The benefit provides: 
 

Up to $50/month discount for broadband service; 

Up to $75/month discount for households on 

qualifying Tribal lands; and 

A one-time discount of up to $100 for a 

laptop, desktop computer, or tablet purchased 

through a participating provider. 

 

Who is eligible? 

A household is eligible if one member of the household: 

 
Has an income that is at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty 

Guidelines or participates in certain government assistance 

programs; 

Receives benefits under the free and reduced-price school lunch 

or breakfast program; 

Received a Federal Pell Grant during the current award year; 

Experienced a substantial loss of income due to job loss or furlough 

since February 29, 2020; or 

Meets the eligibility criteria for a participating 

provider’s existing low-income or COVID-19 program. 
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1 

Contact your Preferred 

Participating Provider Directly 

Ask your provider if they 

participate in the EBB, or use our 

online tool to find a participating 

company near you. 
 
 
 
 
 

Online 

Use the online 
application at 

GetEmergency
Broadband.or
g 

 
 
 

 

By Mail 

Print an application in English or 

Spanish. Complete the application and 

send with proof of eligibility 

to: 

 
Emergency Broadband 

Support Center 

 P.O. Box 7081 

London, KY 40742 

 
For additional Info Call 833-511-0311 ,  or visit 
fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit  
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